THE PARSEE YOICE

s ™
The Fate Of The Banaji Dakhma Hangs In The Balance

BPP Wants To Convert It To A Tower With Roof
So that It Becomes A Travesty Of A Dakhma!

During the British times, Dakhmas have been
known variously as ‘Towers of Silence’, ‘Roofless
Towers’, etc. But, now, thanks to the thoroughly

irreligious advice of Homi Dhalla & Co., who .

roped in the two Udvada Dasturs (they had no
business to meddle with the Mumbai Dakhmas)
and some “scholar priests”, the BPP trustees
first thought of building a dome over the Banaji
Dakhma, as reported in The Parsee Voice.
But, after protests from the community, the
dome idea was abandoned.

Now, at our meeting with the Board of Trustees
on the 13th May (regarding the Godrej Baug
high-rise), trustee Maneck Engineer stated that
to prevent anyone from the Grand Paradi
buildings, sighting corpses (read, cadaver
voyeurs!) it has been decided to “do the
trelliswork with the help of some additional
structures”.There will also be four big solar
panels, courtesy Homi Dhalla!t

According to the inside information that The
Parsee Voice is privy to, the trustees
appointed architects Rajan Kulkarni &
Associates in September 2007 to provide a
cover of Polycarbonate Sheets over the
Banaji Dokhma, with structural system.

What that means is, that, according to
Structural Engineer Uday D. Chande, “the new
structural additions will be around the
existing structure without touching or
disturbing the existing structure in any
manner”. Chande then assures that, “the
stability of the existing ‘Dokhma’ structure will
not be affected at all...”

In February, 2008, the Asst. Engineer (Devel,
Plan) City I had asked the architects and the
BPP to obtain, among other things, NOCs from
UD for CRZ (Coastal Regulation Zone) point of
view and from the Mumbai Heritage
Conservation Committee from heritage point
L of view. To this, the architects had replied end

February 2008, that they had applied for these
NQCs.

It is presumed that by now these permissions
must have been obtained by the BPP and the
actual inspection on site may have been
completed by the Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai, so as to enable trustee
Maneck Engineer to make the remarks
mentioned above.

“The Parsee Voice” strongly objects, as
before, to making a cruel mockery of the
Banaji Dakhma, by constructing
structures around it and a roof over it! By
no stretch of imagination, can it then be
called a “dakhma”, which has to be
completely open from the top! And to think
that the Kadimi Shethia, Framji C. Banaji took
such great pains to consecrate his Dakhma...

Cowasji Banaji Dakhma: Early May, 1831,
the Kadmi patriarch, Sheth Framji Cowasji
Banaji lost his 19-year-young daughter, Dinbai.
At the Uthamna, Framji announced the
construction of a Dakhma in memory of his
late daughter. The land was willingly given to
him by the famous Dadyseth family’s Bachubai
A. Dadyseth. Framji announced in the Uthamna
that, the new Dakhma would be as big as the
Punchayet’s (Anjuman) Dakhma - it has 237
Pavis.

Both Bachubai in her letter fo Framji and the
latter in his announcement were humility
personified. Both of them humbly dedicated
the Dakhma for the people belonging to the
Mazdayasni Deen.

After the Tana ceremony, Banaji gave a lavish
lunch near the spot where the Dakhma was
to come up, which was partaken by nearly
12,000 Parsees!! Near this spot today, we
recently had tons of rubble and debris dumped
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from the excavation at Plot M at Godrej Baug!

More than 30 years ago, the BPP in its
wisdom, shut down the Banaji Dakhma, just
because a snooty Parsee woman married to
an alien complained about Zoroastrian

corpses visible from her roof -top balcony!

Today, the supreme irony is that the BPP wants
to open the Banaji Dakhma, only to be closed
— from the top!!

BPP’s Modern Tower Opposite Our Ancient “Towers”

Godej Baug's New High-Rise Raiises # Hornet’s Net

Trustees Try To Assuage Feelings —
But Some Questions Still Remain To Be Answered

On 11th April, 2008, Mumbai Mirror’s article
on a high-rise coming up in Godrej Baug in Plot
M, caught our attention. After four days we were
taken aback to see bulldozers and dumpers, both
next to the Hodiwalla Bungli at Doongerwadi and
at the Godrej Baug, going about frantically
digging the ground or dumping the debris.

Soon, as many readers are aware, a multi-
coloured flier with pix, was brought out by The
Parsee Voice giving all the details and
questioning the motive of the BPP trustees in
bringing up a tower opposite the Dakhmas. A
signature campaign was launched and, in no
time, more than 500 signatures were collected.

BPP’'S GESTURE: On the 13th May, BPP
trustees invited the editors of The Parsee
Voice to discuss the matter and give their side
~ of the story. Trustees Maneck Engineer, who is
responsible for the project, did most of the
talking.

After giving us a patient hearing, we were
assured that that they too were sensitive to
the community’s concerns and had
consequently resolved to construct a
residential building on Plot M of not more
than 11 storeys, with the car park below
ground level. We were also assured that
the building would be constructed in such
a way that none of the residents would
be able to see the insides of any of the
Dakhmas at Mumbai’s Doongerwadi. A
copy of the plan of the proposed building was
also given to us for our perusal. They had also

offered to escort us to a nearby high-rise to.
enable us to verify the visibility issue ourselves.
That visit, too, took place.

We then requested them to consider taking
such appropriate measures as would prevent
future trustees from raising the height of the
building. However, they expressed their
inability to do so.

ATOP “MONOLITH”: Cn Sunday, 8th June,
2008, at 10.00 a.m., as arranged earlier, three

-trustees, Minoo Shroff, Dinshaw Mehta and

Maneck Engineer, accompanied the Editor and
his architect friend to a high-rise behind Plot M
of Godrej Baug called “Monolith”, to find out
from which floor, the inside of any Dakhma was
visible. The watchman and the liftman had
informed us that upto the 20th floor, we won't
be abie to see the Dakhmas.

Yet, to make sure, we first went to the 14th
floor and then to the 18th floor. None of the
Dakhmas seemed fo be visible. If was only
when we went to the terrace (29th floor) that
a small segment of the pavis of one Dakhma
was visible. .

Trustee Maneck Engineer was at pains to assure
us again and again that the Godrej Baug building
will not be more than 11 storeys high; that he
had got Rusi Khambatta associates, the
architect, to change the original plan so that no
opening was kept on the Dakhma side, etc.

The Parsee Voice is grateful to the BPP CEQ,
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Mehli Colah, for organising these meetings
with the trustees. Chairman Minoo Shroff's
letter to us, appears below:

Unanswered Questions: (1) Why have a
11-storeyed building in Godrej Baug, with hefty
deposits for each flat, when the rest of the
buildings are 4-storeyed?

(2) What about the labourers and workers who
will build the structure? Will they not be able
to peep inside any Dakhma?

(3) A new batch of 7 trustees will come up in
the BPP by October 2008. What is the
guarantee that they may not raise the floors
of the building?

BPP CHAIRMAN'S LETTER TO THE PARSEE VOICE

The Parsee Voice
Dear Mr. Doctor
Re.: High-rise Building at Godrej Baug. Ref.: Your letter dated 16-5-2008

We refer to your kind letter. We assure you that the elevation of the proposed building has been so
rectified that none of its residents would be able to see the inside of the Dakhmas, as the cone of
vision therefrom has been suitably re-aligned. Further it is proposed to construct the building only
upto 11 floors from which height there is no vision possible of the insides of the Dakhmas.

As regards our proposed visit to the adjoining Monolith Building of Govanis, a meeting will be
arranged next week when Mr. Maneck Engineer will be back.

The rubble being dumped inside the Doongerwadi is being attended to expeditiously so as to leve
' the rubble around the land. Unfortunately, we have no permission to dump the rubble outside
Doongerwadi, but we assure you that the sufficient steps would be taken so that no trees or foliage
are felled or affected by the movement of the dumpers inside the Doongerwadi.

There is no proposal to cut the two Egyptian palms. The building has been so redesigned that the
said palms will not be affected on site. Please be assured that we are concerned about the environment

as your goodselves.

We trust the above will enable you to publish a suitable statement on this matter.

Yours sincerely
(M.R. Shroff) - Chairman

Foisting BPP Elections
On An Unsuspecting Community...!!

Only those who spearheaded the direct
franchise process, even though a legitimate
Anjuman Committee was in place, and the
vested interests who struck a thoroughly
illegitimate, immoral bargain among the
present BPP trustees, to quit en masse, are
today gung-ho about “electing” 7 trustees at
one go.

The Parsee/Irani community should even now
be told of some of the gaping lacunae in the
election scheme, which was drafted by some

of those, who are out to destroy the very fabric
of the community, which has withstood the
vicissitudes of 1300 years in India!

(1) The definition of a Parsee is one who

“professes” the Zoroastrian religion. This would
include all the jingbang lot of fakes, whether
in India or abroad, who can vote in the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet elections! There are the
doobras and others of their itk particularly in
Gujarat, who overnight have donned a sadra
and kasti, both readily available in the market,
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courtesy WZ0, ARZ, etc. It is said that a,
“sitting trustee” of the BPP had recently been
to different parts of Gujarat and returned to
Mumbai, loaded with signed application forms

"I

from these banavati “Zoroastrians”!

Then there are the Brazilians, Venezuelans,
Scandinavians, Tajiks, Kazakhs, Uzbeks, etc.
etc. - they are a legion — who “profess to be
Zoroastrians”. Of course, most of them may

- not travel thousands of miles to vote for 7 men

and women, who will not preside over their
destinies. But, on paper, they can, if they have
become Donor or General Register voters!

(2) The crazy election scheme also. allows a
Surti, a Punekar, an Hyderabadi, a Delhiwala
etc. who “professes the Zoroastrian religion”,

to register as voter and vote for the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet trustee. May be, Surtis, who
never get a chance to “vote” for any trustee of
the SPP will like to come over and vote for a
Mumbai Parsi Punchayet trustee! Not only that.
All these ladies and gentlemen from different
parts of India can themselves stand for the
trusteeship of the BPP!! Well, there is such a
thing as, ‘remote control’. As this issue goes to
the press, two names from Pune, a 70+ guy

and a 60+ gal, are already bandied about. .

At this rate, at a conservative estimate, there
could be at least 100 to 150 candidates, so
that the average voter goes bonkers looking
at the ballot paper(s)!

(3} A donor voter's vote, automatically adds
up to 2 votes for the candidate!! "Muwaoney
singda ugyach shoon?" as our Kolamai would
ejaculate! And they call it, “Universal Adult
Franchise”. Nowhere in the “Universe” will you
find such a travesty of democracy! It's patently
absurd and discriminatory! Those who have
formed the “Adult Franchise for Progress”(?)
should have their granites examined!

P.S.: We are aware that some of these clauses
have been there in the scheme for some years
now. But there’s a world of a difference between
the less-than-2000 members of the Anjuman
Committee, who alone had a right to vote, even

"if they lived in Timbaktoo, and the present

thousands of Rs.10/- hoi polloi members! We
wonder who, finally, has the last laugh, the
nutcakes who drafted the scheme, or those
who fought against the patent inequities in the
scheme!

Kya Aap Ees Paanch Varshiya se tez hai?

Osta Rooyintan Nozer Mehenty, to give his full
name, is still to complete 5 years in this
incarnation. Yet, the little Athornanzaada is a
marvellous bundle of energy and strength.

A year ago, he started training under
his father, Ervad Nozer Mehenty, who
is a boiwalla in the Wadiaji Atash
Behram, at Dhobi Talao, Mumbai, as
well as a 2nd Degree Black belt Gojukai
Karate. '

Rooyintan has proved to be a chip of
the old block in both the fields. With
the help of Shihan Vispy Kapadia, the
well-known karateka, in just six
months, the 5-year-old has mastered
the art of kicks, punches, push-ups,
squats, etc. Having a fully flexible body,
he performs elbow watk and
knuckle walk with ease.

Packing a punch : Papdi + Malido =
An Athornan’s Karate Chop!

Rooyintan can do 300 push-ups in just 15
minutes, not to mention 550 squats in that much

" time! Last May, when he performed at the Parsi

Gymkhana, he bowted over the big gathering
by his gymnastic skills. Rusi Bhamgara,
the Secretary offered Rooyintan free
lifetime membership!

But Rooyintan also excels in his
forefathers’ profession! Besides the Kusti
prayers, he has learnt by heart all the
five complete Gehs! Not only that. Even
in his studies and sports at school,
Rooyintan is a first class student.

A thousand pities though, that this
promising Athornanzaada has to live
in a poky one-room flat, opposite the
Wadia Atash Behram, which he shares
with his two sisters and his
parents!

{Parenis : Nozer and Monaz Mehenty)
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