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VOTERS! BEWARE OF
AFP’S FALSE PROPAGANDA & GIMMICKS!
Tall claims and ridiculous promises being made
in a DESPERATE bid to enter BPP!

Objective is to pursue a deformed agenda of destroying all that
the Parsee community has held sacred for the last 1,300 years!

Arrogance and Superciliousness already manifesting itself in
their behaviour! Haphazard answers and
half-hearted responses to queries at meetings.

Not a cheep about how they will
preserve and protect our Dakhmas

DEFEAT THE ANTI-PARSEE, ANTI-ZOROASTRIAN AGENDA
'OF THE AFP. DO NOT VOTE THEM INTO THE BPP!

However, all is not lost. There is hope on the Horizon.
Vote For Tfie WAPIZ Panel + Some Worthy Independents

THINK FOR YOURSELF, LADIES & such detachment from Parsee public life,
GENTLEMEN! make them conscious overnight of the

(1) How mény of AFP's 7 candidates, though duties and responsibilities of a BPP trustee?

individualily well-versed in their professions and From our 3 decades of experience in dealing
vocations, are competent and qualified with the socio-religious obligations of the BPP,
enough to be trustees of the Bombay it can safely be said that one requires at least
Parsi Punchayet? How many of these 5-6 years of regular expose to all Parsee
saven are fully acquainted with Parsee problems vis-a-vis the working of the BPP. In
affairs and matters? Until yesterday, that respect, most of the AFP candidates

most of them were thoroughly pre- are absolute greenhorns and novices, What

occupied with their own social and right do they, who have been summarily

professional worlds. How on earth can looped inside the AFP panel, have to
\.. J
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preside over the destinies of the Parsee
community for 7 long years?

They have never studied the Dokhmenashini
issue in its entirety. They have absolutely no
inkling of how Dakhmas function and, therefore,
how the practical problems faced by the Mumbai
Dakhmas can be satisfactorily resolved.

As said above, they have never bothered to
come down to the grass-root level and tackle
the various problems of the middie-class and
poor Parsees. They are blissfully unaware of
the intricacies of the merit-rating housing
scheme, since they have, so far, lived in their
own hi-fi world...

How do you expect such persons to
become efficient, pro-active BPP trustees,
who can faithfully administer and manage
the immoveable properties, including the
Dakhmas, that form the very crux of the
BPP trust?

(2) Ever since the AFP paraded its seven
candidates at their public meeting on 9 August,
2008, have you heard any of these candidates
interact freely with members of the Parsee
community, which they would have otherwise
done, had they not been issued a veritable whip
by the Big Boss of the AFP, to restrict their
utterances only to their personal or professiconal
activities. Any loaded guestion, however, would
be left to the AFP guys, whether to answer or
keep mum.

{3) Have you, dear reader, tried asking any of
these AFP candidates, just one simpie but
pointed question: “If you become a BPP
trustee, will you allow a Doongerwadi bungli
or any spot inside the Doongerwadi complex
to be used for ceremonies relating to those
Parsees who opt for cremation or burial?” The
answer from each one of the AFP candidates
will be either, *I see no harm in it” or a vague
one, “I will have to study all the angles before
giving a reply”.

None of these werthies will have the guts
to assert that no bungli or any place in
Doongerwadi can be given for any other
purpose, except for rituals relating to those
Parsee bodies which will be consigned to

\.

themselves? Because, they have been
hand-picked for this very purpose!

You are aware that there Is an Qriginating
Summans, also masterminded by Berjis Desai,
the man who is cunningly manouvering the
AFP panel, and which has been hanging like
the Sword of Damocles over the heads of all
of us for more than a year In the Bombay
High Court. The moment the AFP panel gets
elected (absit omen!), that Summons would
be withdrawn. For, the new AFP remote-
confrolled trustees wouid then give them on
a silver platter, what the AFP has been asking
for, without bothering about any litigation!

THE FATAL MISTAKE

This, then, is the ghastly but true scenario
before you dear voter. If you make the
fatal mistake of voting any of the AFP
candidates, your fate Is sealed! You will
be responsible for the most heinous
irreligious act — that of ultimately closing
down the Dakhmas, under one pretext or
the other!

Remember, you have the uitimate weapon in
your hand - your precious vote! If you biunder
this time, there will be no second chance! The
AFP and its panel are desperate - to get inside
the BPP and begin their nefarious agenda. You
can stop them! Do not be carried away by
any fancy power-point presentations ar
videos, etc. They are there only to hoodwink
vou! You owe it to yourself and to posterity.

THE ONLY RAY OF HOPE - WAPIZ

If one doesn’t vote for any of the AFP
candidates, is there any other panel or
independents who can be fully relied upon to
preserve and protect our Dakhmas?

The answer is an emphatic ‘Yes'! For days,
we have been cogitating on the role that an
organisation, which has for the last nearly 3
1/2 years, applied the brakes at the
appropriate time to the wild, wayward
shenanigans of those radicals and heterodox,
who have done their utmost to step on the
accelerator of the community wagon, to fulfil
their despicable ends! That organisation is
none other than WAPIZ! Fortunately for

the community, WAPTZ hag gat ub a panel
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-
of four, which we very strongly feel must
get inside the BPP, to thwart the designs
and machinations of the AFP.

We urge each and every Parsee/Irani
Zoroastrian voter, to unhesitatingly vote
for the WAPIZ panel of four, so that our
sacred Dakhmas and the entire
Doongerwadi land will at least be

In our last issue, we had talked about the three
of the seven AFP panel candidates, and why
they don’t deserve the votes of the faithful,
for the BPP elections.

We now take up the remaining four briefly.
This is the quartet alluded to in the earfier
pages, who, before they were pitchforked into
prominence by AFP, were comfy in their own
worlds, without bothering about or taking part
in the nitty-gritty of Parsee problems and day-
to-day affairs.

Byram Jeejeebhoy: Remember Tartini’s "The
Devil’'s Trill” Sonata, mentioned in our last issue?
Well, Tartini was a violinist. So is Byram
Jeejeebhoy, among other things. But the
connection with the “Devil” comes up when
one realises that it was the same Jeejeebhoy
who graced the dais on 2nd February, 2008,
when under the ausplices of the ARZ, Kersey
Antia had come down from the USA, to lecture
to the Mumbai Parsees on “Conversion”. How
he was hooted out is recent history. But the
fact remains that Byram Jeejeebhoy fully
endorses conversion from one religion to
another. In this case “converting” any
Tom, Dick and Harry to Zoroastrianism!!

Not only that, Jeejeebhoy had to show
that he is the scion of the illustrated
Jeejeebhoy family. So, in this topsy-
turvied world, the man went out of his way
to shamefully “donate” a part of his
ancestral property in Malad to ARZ for the
construction of a pseudo fire temple! O,
what a fall! And they want us to vote for
such specimens!

\.

THE REMAINING FOUR OF THE AFP PANEL

~
preserved for Zoroastrian souls, who
pass away in Mumbai.

[In our Next and Final Issue on Elections :
(1) The Case of the Confused Voter; (2)
Besides the WAPIZ Panel, Who should be the
other 3 candidates you should vote for; and
(3) "The Man on The Spot” - The Irrepressible
Dinshaw R. Mehta].

Sohrab Pastur: Untll yesterday, whenever
there was a vacancy for one trustee’s seat in
the BPP, Parsees of eminence like Soli Dastur,
would run for their lives, as if they were training
faor the Olympics. "Who'd want to enter the
dirty cesspool of Parsi politics?” they would
say. One wonders what sleight of hand was
performed by circus master Berjis Desai, that
even such a renowned tax expert succumbed
to his charms! Anyway, voters should be
warned that it is the likes of Sohrab Dastur,
who are reported to have said that they don't
see any harm in allowing cremationists a toe-
hold inside the Doongerwadi.

Dr. K, Dinshaw & Keki Mistry: We have
nothing much to report on these two
candidates, except that their coming on the
platform of AFP, in itself means a complete
disqualifier for BPP trustees’ seats. As for Dr.
Dinshaw, who says she’'ll be retiring from the
Tata Memorial, this year end, it should be
emphasised that the BPP boardroom is not a
‘parking slot” for super- annuated
professionals!

To parody the poet, regarding AFP candidates:

The candidates are all a fleeting show,
To Voters’ attraction given.

Their promises of joy,

Their laments of woe,

Deceitful shine, deceitful flow.

There's not one true in seven!

X ok K
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THE LIVING Vs. THE DEAD

Among the many gimmicks employed by the
AFP mandarins and their satellite, AZA, to
. hoodwink Parsee voters, Is to change the
tack from the BPP being the custodians of
vast immovable properties, Including the
Dakhmas and Doongerwadi, to their new pet
subject of ‘Housing” and *‘Amelicration of the
Poor’, etc., by making glib statements like,
“We should care more for the llving than the
dead”.This complete twist given to the
obligations and responsibilities of the BPP
trustees, suits AFP’s own agenda, so as to
completely obliterate the main duty of the
BPP trustees of managing the vast
Doongerwadi land.

Consider the following facts:

(1) Today, out of the say 45,000 Parsees of
Mumbai, less than a 1000+ are without a
roof over their heads. In other words, the
vast majority of Parsees of Mumbai are not
at all in need of flats!

(2) All the Wadla baugs and colonies are even
today jointly managed by the N.M. Wadia
trust and the Bombay Parsi Punchayet, Thus,
though the BPP may claim today, as it does
in every BPP Review, that it “provides
economical housing and rent subsidies to the
deserving in its vast housing colonies”, the
fact remains that BPP alone is responsible
only for housing projects in, say Panthaki
baug or Nirlon project at Goregaon, etc.

{3) If the kind of warped thinking that prevails
today, had afflicted our forefathers, they
would never have given topmost priority to
the Dakhmas at Malabar Hill, as they actually
did.

When during the Portuguese rule over
Bombay, Parsees Tirst came to settle
there in the 1650s, their first thought
was, what would hapen to our souls after
death, when we do not have any Dakhma
in the vicinity, as enjoined by our
scriptures, the Vendidad?

That is why in 1669, Modi Hirii Vatcha Gandhy
obtained permission from the then English
government (Bombay island was by then
given over in dowry by the Portuguese) “to
dedicate and enclose, as a receptacle for the
defunct of his own community and for the
performance of other religious rites and
ceremonies, a part of his Estate situate at
Malabar Hill”. That is how the first Dakhma
of Vatcha Gandhy came about on
Doongerwadi. If he or any other Parsee in
those days had thought first about the living
than the dead, they could have asked for
consecration of a fire temple, than a Dakhma.
But our wise ancestors knew very well
that in the progress and evolution of the
soul itself lies the final destiny of the
Zoroastrians. That is the only aim and
goal of Nature, and to achieve that, giving
top priority to a Dakhma is a must!

SHAMELESS WAPIZ-BASHING BY MUMBAI
SAMACHAR’S NEW GUJARATI COLUMN

From the 10th September, The Bombay
Samachar has started a daily column in
Gujarati, "Maha Jung” by one “Chanakya”.
Since both the Chairman of Bombay
Samachar, Muncherji Cama and its PTA
columnist are in the election fray, and since
Jame Weekly, etc. can only unleash their
vicious propaganda after seven days, this
new daily column, right from day one, has
begun its hopelessly partisan and biased
“reporting” on the BPP elections. Its main

aim is to take vituperative swipes at WAPIZ,
showing it in poor light! It shamelessly
promotes the AFP candidates, while belittling
WAPIZ candidates, without a jot of evidence!

We sincerely urge our readers not to fall for
the hopelessly one-sided propaganda of
“Maha Jung”. It's nothing but the AFP-AZA
combine in disguise! Surely a blot on the
escutcheon of the 176-year-old Bombay
Samachar, which has so far been known for

its credibility and integrity!!
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