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Chithrem Buyat Ahmi Nmané!
Pithvem Buyat Ahmi Nmané!
Tokhma Pithvem Buydat Ahmi Nmané

"May the Seed Remain (Intact) In This House!
May There be Fertility In This House!
May There Be Fertility Of The Seed In This House!"

"..Ké Har-ché judtar shayad béd, ta bé-rasad
an i madan mardan-i dad-araster, gehan-
veerdstar, ashahi-varzidar Mard, - Hushidar-
Zarthushtan, va Pashutan-Vishtaspan, va
Vehram-i-amavand oi paeda i deen adyand va
rasand..."

"...So that, whatever should happen quickly, may
reach! (That is,) the Law-Reformer, the World
Renovator, and the Practitioner of Ashoi, cometh

Gushtasp and courageous Behram come for the
propagation of the Religion!"

These two passages, one in Avesta and the other in
Pazend, are from one of the most important
Setayeshes of Dasturan Dastur Adarbad
Marespand, who was the last Saoshyant of the
Mazdayasni Zarthoshtis. He flourished during the
reign of King Shapur II, 4th century A.D.

The Avesta lines are unique in that, they are
not to be found in any other extant Avesta
text! The "Chithrem Buyat" Setayesh is a
Nirang, a potent incantation, which should
be recited as a mandatory prayer in these
turbulent times, by every Mazdayasni
Zoroastrian, after finishing the Nyaishes and
the Yashts. Had the present and the last
generations of Parsees religiously taken to
this effective prayer every day, most of the
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A Wish & A Prayer, In Nature’s New Year

— may Hoshedar of Zarthosht, Peshotan of

J
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present-day problems would have just
vanished!

The other Pazend passage quoted above also from
the same Setayesh expresses an ardent wish of
the devotee that the next Saviour, Shah Behram
Varzavand comes soon! The question today, on
many Parsees' lips is, when, will he come? Why do
they ask this question? Because those sincerely
devout are sick of observing and experiencing the
atrocities perpetrated on their religion and their
consecrated religious institutions, by all concerned.
They are fed up with the gross, materialistic times,
culture and civilisation, in which Nature and her
Creations are wantonly brutalised. So, they
desperately yearn for the rejuvenation of the
Mazdayasni Zarthoshti Deen! Well, if you want
Shah Behram Varjavand to come soon, recite the
Chithrem Buyat Setayesh daily and keep your
fingers crossed.

We would like to highlight a few passages from
one more Setayesh, which is also very appropriate
for the present times, in which many of our co-
religionists do not know who is a Mazdayasni, what
is the Mazdayasni Religion and what a Mazdayasni
Zarthoshti is supposed to do! The Pazend Setayesh
is Ba-nam-i-yazad

(1) Sépas-daram az Dadar-i veh avzuni-ke aeer
ham, na an-aeer; vehdeen-hum, na akdeen;

"T am thankful to the good (benevolent) Creator
that I am an Arya (that is, one having an Arya
seed and belonging to Iran) and not an un-Arya. I
am a 'Veh-Deen' (that is, one belonging to the
Mazdayasni religion), not one belonging to a wicked
religion (here "wicked" means one belonging to the
dark side of Nature).
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(2) Ba har ché raseed khush manashné va sépasdar
bed.

"Whatever may happen, remain cheerful and be
thankful (to God)!"

This is the best credo in life in the present times
for every human. Parsees, in particular, should
take a leaf out of this admonition, and in times of
adversity and turmoil, keep uttering this line to
derive mental solace and satisfaction.

\

(3) Ba Deen-i avandst aveezeh Mazdayasnan paeda
aedun ba kardam, ké heech cheeh neest ké ba Avesta
andar neest!

"T have created the indestructible holy Mazdayasni
Deen in such a manner, that there is absolutely
nothing, which is not mentioned in the Avesta."
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The Parsee Voice (Vol. Il - 3 & 4) carried a detailed
article titled, "The Lalbaug Leviathan". One had
thought that after that, Hilla Builder's Zarir
Bhathena's conscience wouldn't allow him to live in
peace. But, from the latest atrocities perpetrated
on the Wadia Adaran, as will be shown below, the
grossness and the mercenary mindedness of the
builder-trustee nexus is at once highlighted!

It is unbelievable that just five years ago, in March
2000, Bhathena, aspiring to be BPP trustee, wrote
these lines in an "Open Letter" to the Anjuman
Committee voters: "I am a man of few words. I
always believe that one's work and results speak
for itself (sic). Though I am a person with low key
approach I am a result oriented person. For me,
action speaks louder than words.

"I promise to adopt a positive approach, and work
as a team for the betterment of our community, as
per my Action Plan..."

Well! Providence had other plans. It knocked out
Bhathena from the race for the trusteeship of the
BPP. Three years later, however, Bhathena struck
again. This time, at Lal Baug. With a vengeance,
he targetted the 170-year-old Wadia Adaran, fully
aided and abetted by the trustees.

He went about his demolition work coolly and
quietly, hardly uttering many words. It was indeed
"a low key approach" and "action" did speak "louder
than words". No professional hatchet man
could have done a better job of completely
ravaging the sanctity of the Wadia Adaran!

Recent Atrocities: It is necessary to jog the
memory of Zarir Bhathena, regarding the
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Lalbaug's Wadia Adaran Further 2A4¥4<£577
No Agiary Can Exist Without Well Water

maintenance and upkeep of the Wadia Agiary,
which he promised right from day one. In January
2001, he kept on harping on the fact that the
construction of a building would generate at least
Rs.3 crores for the future repair and renovation of
the Adaran. He was supposed to take care of
the Adaran first. Instead, today the manner
in which this builder-cum-C.A. has gone
about his business, one can't help commen-
ting that he has killed the very spiritual
essence, the Khoreh and the Noor of the Wadia
Adaran Saheb.

Two Wells Knocked Out!

The latest sacrilege is the complete deprivation of
flowing water for the performance of different
rituals! There are two wells, in what can now be
called, the "erstwhile" compound of the Wadia
Agiary. Until "Hilla Towers" came up, water from
one well was daily used for performance of routine
ceremonies. The other well, near the "erstwhile"
kitchen was used for work in the kitchen. Enter the
builder, who began calling the shots: the kitchen
well was lidded (on his own admission), so that the
builder could then undertake his rampaging act of
all but demolishing the Adaran Saheb!

The other well's water, unfortunately, as has
happened in most Agiaries of Mumbai, was
contaminated by sewage water leaking
underground. However, whenever, such wells
are drained of the dirty water, fresh water
would flow from the natural springs in the
well. This water was then used for rituals. It
also happens, in such cases, that gradually, once
again, the sewage water would seep in and dirty
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the pure water. This happens in other Fire Temples
of Mumbai, and the well is cleaned from time to
time.

However, that does not give a builder, any
right whatsoever, to tinker with the wells and
the water available therefrom! In fact, as
Parsee "developers" (sic), Hilla Builders Pvt.
Ltd. should have first ensured that leakage
from sewage pipes was plugged, so that fresh
water from the natural springs could have
then flowed freely for the performance of
rituals. This was the builder's primary
responsibility, who came on the scene on the
pretext of adequately maintaining and
protecting the Agiary. Instead, he has ended
up committing an unpardonable sacrilege by
wantonly allowing the main well to dry up
completely and lidding the other well!
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Dé6 bucket paani ko laanaa hai laanaa!

When both the wells become non-functional,
because a Parsee builder has made them so, when
the Wadia Adaran is reduced to a pathetic state in
this Kalyug, thanks to those who claim to be its
preservers and protectors, and when the
perpetrators of such blasphemous acts don their
daglis and phetas or pagdis to celebrate the Avan
Parab, even hypocrisy and humbug blush a deep
crimson!!

Well, some day or the other, we all will have to
meet our Maker. So will the Bhathena builders,
when they'll realise the ghastly blunder they have
made! Till then, devotees having rituals performed
at the Agiary, would do well to bring their own
buckets of clean water!
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(1) Parsi Matrimony & Divorce

Strange are the ways of Providence! While all-
out efforts are being made to increase the number
of matrimonial alliances among Parsees, the
divorce cases (ugh!) are still very much there!

Since the enactment of the Parsi Marriage &
Divorce Act in 1936 and the subsequent
amendments thereto, the High Court judge was
assisted by the Parsee delegates, specially elected
for the purpose, who also acted as counsellors to
the couples.

At the end of the trial, these delegates give their
opinions on the points of facts involved in the case,
and whether a divorce is called for or not. This
was a unique system followed till recently.

Matrimonial Court passed decrees in the divorce
suits without the help of the delegates! It was
left to the Bombay Parsi Punchayet to file a writ
petition No.348 of 2005, challenging the
procedure followed by the learned judge.

The writ petition was heard by the Division
Bench, whose judgement is awaited, at the time
of going to the press.
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Community Capers

However, on 18th October, 2004, the Parsi Chief

(2) Direct Franchise Opposed by the BPP

But, in another case, in which the trustees
themselves took the initiative to amend the
scheme for their election, they have played a
negative role.

The BPP had filed a Miscellaneous Petition in
the year 2000, in the Bombay High Court, not for
direct franchise, but for a cosmetic change of
increasing the number of voters on the electoral
college. Nearly half-a-dozen interveners in the
present case had pleaded for voting by all adult
Parsees for a trustee of the BPP.

As this issue goes to the press, news has come in
that the court has given a judgment in favour of
the BPP trustees. And what have these trustees
asked for? The ostensible purpose is to show that
it is one step forward towards direct franchise. But,
in reality it is a couple of steps forward to break
the very spirit of the trust! Since the written order
has not yet come, we'll leave you with just this
nugget to ponder: At present, the fee for a General
Register candidate is Rs.500/-. In one fell sweep,
this has been hiked to Rs.5000/-!! How many
middle class qualified candidates will be able to
bear this burden? Isn't it high time that the
interveners go in appeal to the Division Bench?
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CALLING "THE COMPLETE MAN"!

Will The Real Mr. Minoo Shroff Please Stand Up?

8th Amendment To The World Body Constitution
Showrs Some BPP Trustees In Poor light

The World Body of "Zoroastrians" Constitution
seems to be in competition with our Indian
Constitution, as far as amendments go! The only
difference is that the former is being amended
repeatedly even before it has been ratified!

The latest such amendment — the 8th — was made
in March 2005 and sent to members of the
Federation of Zoroastrian Anjumans of North
America (FEZANA). We're sure that both our
FPZAI and the BPP have also been sent copies of
the same. The spate of amendments to the
Constitution of the W.B. of "Zoroastrians" is
mainly because of the majority of the
Anjumans of the FPZAI flatly refusing to be a
part of such a World Body, for which full credit
should go to those, who, at the last Federation
Meet in Ahmedabad in December, 2004, gave
a clear picture of the consequences of joining
such a World Body.

But in all this welter of events and happenings
in the last 34 months, the biggest question that
arises is, where does the President of the BPP
and the FPZAI, Mr. Minoo Shroff, stand?

Readers of "The Parsee Voice" will recall that, ever
since he signed on the dotted line, as the President
of the International Zoroastrian Organisation, the
top of the three arms of that World Body, in June-
July, 2004 in London, Mr. Minoo Shroff's stock,
stuck-in-the-groove answer to any question about
pseudo— Zoroastrians or converts trying to make use
of our funds and properties in India, is that Fire
Temples and Trusts are governed by their own Trust
deeds. Also that "enough safeguards will be provided
to ensure" that such persons do not become members
of the World Body in future. Till date, however,
neither he nor anyone responsible spells out
what those safeguards are.
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Our readers will also remember Mr. Shroff telling
us from time to time, particularly after the meeting
on the 8th January, 2004 with members of
FEZANA and WZO in Mumbai that unless the
World Body is of Parsi/Irani Zoroastrians, the BPP/
FPZAI will not join. Even in the Jam-e-Jamshed
Weekly of 7th November, 2004, Sarosh Daruwalla
wrote, after a short question-answer session with
Mr. Shroff: "After meeting our BPP Chairman, Mr.
Minoo Shroff and having discussed the issue about
the World Body with him, and receiving his honest
and forthright answers, we should all be convinced
that the World Body will be of Parsi/Irani
Zoroastrians only." Mr. Shroff has, so far, not
refuted this statement. So, the Parsi/Irani
community of Mumbai has every right to ask
why Minoo Shroff does not come out with a
specific, categorical statement in public that
he would join the World Body only if its
members are Parsi/Irani Zarthoshtis?

The Various Amendments To The Constitution

After the FPZAI meeting in Ahmedabad on the 18th
and 19th December, 2004, the whole scenario
changed, in that, the Federation of Parsi
Zoroastrian Anjumans of India found itself denuded
of members, as 49 out of 69 Anjumans opposed the
FPZAI joining the World Body. So, obviously, the
FPZAI cannot become a member of the WZOF.

Therefore, once again, the ball was in the court of
the BPP. For the record, it must be said that if
there is one trustee, who is hell-bent on joining
the World Body, it is D.K. Tamboly. No wonder.
In anticipation of holding a top position in the
W.B., he even resigned as an International
Board Member (but continues as Chairman,
WZO Trust, India) of the WZO, London. So,
naturally he would like the BPP to go to it alone,

J




(
if necessary, along with say, Anjumans like Delhi,
Chennai, Jamshedpur, etc. and join the World Body!

To accomodate such break-away Anjumans like the
BPP (whether BPP has a moral/legal right to join
in spite of stiff opposition from Mumbai Parsees is
a vital question to be considered), to join the World
Body on their own, has the latest amendment to
the World Body Constitution been introduced.

As far as the WZO Federation membership is
concerned, the amended clause inter alia now reads
(revised on 12th March, 2005), "An Association in
a Region with more than one Association, and
where a Federation has been organised, will be
eligible for Membership, only provided the existing
Federation has decided not to join the WZOF."
(Article III, Section I (b)).

To give some more highly objectionable
clauses, for which the BPP Chairman, Minoo
Shroff, owes an explanation to the

community, are those mentioned in the "Bye
Laws" of the WZO I and WZOF:

"1. The following can become Individual Members
ofthe WZO, either as Ordinary or Life Members
or Grand Patrons and Patrons

2. Persons born into or professing the
Zoroastrian faith.

3. Spouses married to Zoroastrians."

4.The Executive Committee members of the
WZOF (like the President, the Vice-President, the
Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer) shall be
"individuals of maternal or paternal — Parsi/Irani
or Iranian Zoroastrian parentage"! So far, the
BPP had sided only with patrilinearity. How
can it join a body which equates matrilineality
with patrilinearily? Again, note how
cunningly FEZANA in this amendment has
squeezed in the plethora of converts from
Iran, under the convenient expression,
"Iranian Zoroastrian parentage"! The original
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Irani Zoroastrians are already mentioned
with the Parsis! (Article V,
Section 3).

(5) In the Bye-Laws of WZOI ("Council of
Individuals", it is suggested inter alia, "The
members shall elect a person or persons (each of
whom must be a Zarathushti in accordance with
the commonly accepted practices of his/her region)
from among those living within its geographical
jurisdiction on the Council of Individuals
("Individual Representative") in the numbers set
out below: ...". In this Council, India will be
represented by 4 individuals, North America will
have 3, while U.K. and Europe will have 8!!

One can go on picking holes in almost every second
clause or article of the 8th Amendment to the
Constitution of the World Body!

Through these columns, we request all right-
thinking Parsees to note that vested interests,
like Minoo Shroff, D.K. Tamboly, Keki Gandhi
are deliberately confusing the members of our
community by their write-ups from time to
time. They are purposely obfuscating vital
issues about the World Body and pretending
that everything is just fine with it. Remember
that the entire drafting of the Constitution is
the brainchild of FEZANA and WZO
executives!

So, Mr. Shroff where on earth, are your
imaginary "adequate safeguards"?! If the
above membership definitions do not include
converts and complete non-Zoroastrians,
what, in heaven's name, do they mean?

What has happened to our "Complete Man"?
Will he still allow himself to be coaxed and
cajoled into make-believing that everything
is hunky-dory with the World Body? Will he
still continue to give up his own rational
thinking and the God-given gift of firm
decision-making? Will the real Minoo Shroff
please stand up and be counted?
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