





Ahriman come from? If one is reli-
giously inclined, ocne wonders what
were our Asho Prophet's original

teaching and facts of His life? What
are our Scriptures? Why do Scholars
differ? How much of the Religion
can one follow in these fast 'changing
times' and how would you instill
'Parsipanu' in our children?

THE ANSWERS ......

The answers to these and many,
many more questions demand an urgent
call to serious study and reflection,
and application of principles in one's
life. After all, what is life all about?
How do we unravel the Mystery and
fathom the Unknown? Were we born
for spiritual stagnation or for progress?
Our_ rockets may have explored the

lot to remove layer after layer, from
upon our conditioned minds and limit-
ed senses, to discover the Truths.
The greatest and most perplexing

Truths of the Universe are enshrined

in_symbolism and wrapped in myste-

rious esoteric, secret wisdom in all

Space and reached the moon, but

we need to explore inner space with
a_spiritually awakened mind.  Civili-
zation in the true sense of the word,
is now at a low ebb, but "a remarkable
change is taking place in the intellec-
tual climate of our time. The holistic
world view is penetrating our con-
sciousness and superceding the rational

materialism which is surely proving

Inadequate to explain our fantastic
Universe."
THE HOPE !

While on one hand our age is
filled with alarming prophecies of

destruction and devastation,.- we have

the hope and promise of renewal
and rebirth of a New Age. "Look
up, for your redemption draweth
nigh' It is time to draw the energies
of life from the Ocean of Divine

Intelligence to bring about the change.
We live in such dynamic, exciting
and challenging time, it falls in our
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the Religions of the World. Hence,
the different  paths leading wup to
the same mountain. Our goal therefore
is to reach the summit of the same
mountain, but not all ways suit every-
one. Each has a prescribed path
to tread (the Religion of his birth)
or he will be thrown into confusion.
(Any deviation or short-cuts are danger-
our, though). Some call it Nirvana,
Mookti, God realization, etc. We
call it FARSHOGARD.

THE SOLUTION

Now, then, if we' are convinced
about the purpose of this life on
earth, how does one go about allowing
it? The ordinary man is simply not
capable of this ascent due to his
limitations of the senses. He is there-
fore given special equipments (depend-
ing upon his path) by his prophet,
to bandle the revelations and overcome

the obstacles. To illustrate this
point, | shall narrate a fairytale in
short.

THE STORY

Once wupon a time there was a
Prince who had been estranged from
his beloved Princess. The Princess
was imprisoned in a high tower far,
far away. The Prince could not bear
to live without her; pbut was unable
to go and rescue her.

One day, when he was with grief, a
fairy god-mother appeared and offered
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She said "l know the way
but
beloved, you

to help.
is long and full of danger . . . .
if you must meet your
will have to do exactly as 1 say.
Do not try to overcome obstacles
on your own, or you will be doomed
and destroyed, because you are not
totally powerful in all ways. These
things which have a magic spell will
protect you against dangers which
are grave and many." She took out
a little bag of cloth in- which were:

a ring, a small key, a small bottle
of liquid, a bird in a cage and a
'mantra’ - (magic words) written on

a piece of paper. The Prince agreed
to do so, thanked her, and courageously
set out on his mission.

The first lap of his
long stretches of desert

journey was
area. He

walked for 3 days
it seemed there

and nights but
would be no end
of the desert, and there was no water
too. He remembered the bag of
magic things, removed the ring and
put it on. No sooner had he done
that, than an oasis appeared where
he refreshed himself and rested.

Then, came the mountains. Sudden-
ly, he saw an ugly insect flying toward
him and he tried to fight it off, but
could not. The more he tried to
struggle and hit, the bigger and wilder
it got. It turned inio a hideous crea-
ture like a dragon who was spitting
fire. The Prince realized that because
of the pride in his strength, he had
not used the magic ihings. Immediately,
he took out the tiny bottle of liquid
and splashed the contents over the



creature, which then began to shrink "
and wither away.

Once again, he proceeded on his
journey, when all of a sudden he
found himself surrounded by water,
up to his knees. Big waves closed
in from all sides and covered him
till the neck. He was almost drowning
when he took out the little bird from
the cage. The bird turned into a
giant sized eagle! Quickly he. climbed
on the bird's back and away they
flew across the sky.

Up in the sky were dangers too.
Huge black screeching bats would
come flying out along with poisoned

arrows. He warded them off by uttering
the sacred formula written on that
piece of paper. Tired and breathless

from all this struggle, he spotted
the Princess tower far, far away,
but soon realized that he was being

tossed and turned around by a cyclonic
tempest. When he looked down,
he saw a giant with a 1000 heads
blowing from his 1000 mouths, causing
this raging storm. He panicked because
he had nothing left except the memory
of the magical words. So he started
to recite them. The winds calmed

down and our Prince flew to the
tower and alighted, just outside the
tower.

That was not the end of his troubles.
The tower was locked from all sides
with- what seemed to be like a 101
locks. Patiently and persistently
the Prince opened all of these, although
it took him 40 days and nights. He
climbed up the tower which had 72
steps and beheld his beloved. Ah,
his heart leaped with rapturous joy
and ecstacy. 'He embraced her and
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became one! And of course
lived happily ever after.

they .

Now, the reason for fabricating
this fairy tale is not because | am
a Kindergarten teacher and love relat-
ing fairy stories to my children . .
although | believe that these, buiid
into the young souls, if only subcon-
sciously, the certainty of its divine
origin and spiritual destiny . .« but
there is a deeper significance. All
over the world, myths and fairy stories
tell in their thousand ways, the same
great story of the soul's descent
from higher worlds into the limitations
of the material one. They impart
a spiritual picture of life.

The hero and his goal in our story
could be compared to man and his
final aim to meet his God to
be one with him. Once upon a time
we were part of Him, got estranged.
We cannot rest till we merge in Him.
The journey full of hazards could
be our sojourn on earth Mark the
limitations of the Prince's powers,
that is the limitations of our senses
and our intellect The perils
are the temptations, evils and vices
of this material world which constantly
prevent us from progressing. It shows
that a common Man is not able to
does not know how to go about,
or is unfit to attain his goal completely
on his own. Therefore he has to be
guided by a definite course - RELIGION!
Someone has to guide him - PROPHET!
He has to be suitably equipped - THE

.

TENETS, DOCTRINES, SPIRIT etc.
interpreting-the bird could be compared
to the Yazades and Ameshaspands

that help in this world and the Spiritual.
one; the liguid to our Abezar or the
Nirang; the key to the mystical key
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